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Seminar Research Paper Objective 
Investigate a Constitutional history topic by framing a substantive research question, engaging 
in graduate-level scholarly research, contributing to new historical knowledge and thoughtfully 
presenting your findings to peers, your students, and/or public audiences. Your seminar paper 
will represent original research, involving not only analysis of primary sources but a command 
of relevant scholarly literature. 
 
 
TOPIC  - Due 3/7/12 
Frame a research problem or question and briefly sketch out the sources you hope or plan to 
use.  
 
PROSPECTUS – Due 3/12 (5%) 
A prospectus is a fully-developed research plan 
that will help you pull together your research 
materials as you think about how to pursue your 
research question and develop your thesis. It 
describes your topic, introduces your working 
thesis, and explains the sources that you plan to use and pursue in building your argument. 
There’s no magic number for sources, as it depends a great deal upon your topic, but I’ll be 
looking for a balance of both primary and secondary sources.  

In a Prospectus, You Should….  

 Introduce and describe your topic 
 State what you already know about it  
 State your primary research question 
 Propose a tentative claim (that is, your working thesis, or possible answers to your 

primary research question) 
 Outline the primary support (evidence + reasoning about the evidence in relationship to 

your claim) that you will use to develop your thesis  
 Identify the sources containing that evidence and the disciplinary (or interdisciplinary) 

approaches those sources represent 
 Indicate significant counter-arguments to your working thesis (or anomalous pieces of 

support that you will have to account for) 
 Identify the sources that contain these counter-arguments/anomalies 
 Explain why your insight into this topic is significant and interesting (how does your 

thesis pass the “so what?” test?) 

Remember that your prospectus is a planning document; while it will provide the foundation 
for your finished paper, it is not intended to be the paper itself, or to state exactly what your 
paper will say (that is, it is not an abstract of an essay already written, but an anticipation of 
what will come based on the preliminary research you’ve done). You will discover as you do 
further research that you might need to make changes to your initial plan and to your working 
thesis (sometimes substantial ones).  

Schedule of Project Due Dates 35% 

Topic – due 2/27 0 

Prospectus – due 3/12 5 

Annotated Bibliography – due 3/26 10 

Final Draft (12-15 pages) – due 4/23 15 

Abstract – due 4/30 5 



Checklist for your prospectus 
1. Summarize what you already know about the topic. 
2. What is your proposed title? 
3. Who is your intended audience? 
4. What is the purpose of your paper; that is, what will this paper do for the reader? For 
you? Be specific. 
5. What is your proposed thesis? 
6. What major question(s) do you hope to answer in this paper that pertain to your 
purpose? 
7. What is your proposed outline or organization (e.g., what will you discuss first, second, 
third,etc.)? 
8. Tentatively, what sources will you be using? Cite those sources, and document them at 
the end of your prospectus on a Works Cited page (MLA) or as endnotes (Chicago Style) 

 
 
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY – Due 3/26/12 (10%) 
Each entry in the bibliography should contain the complete information for the source (see chart 
at right). For an explanation of what an annotated bibliography is and how to structure one, see 
the attached page, an excerpt from Mary Lynn Rampolla, 
A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 7e (Bedford, 2012).  
 
You may ask, “how many sources should my 
bibliography contain”? There’s no magic number, but 
you should consult both primary and secondary sources 
as needed to address your question.  

 
FINAL DRAFT – Due 4/23/12  (15%) 
Your final paper should be beautifully polished and 
represent your best effort. Length will be 12-15 double-
spaced pages, plus bibliography or Works Cited. Number your pages. Provide a title page. 
Internal section divisions are fine, if it makes sense for your particular paper structure.  
 
As you incorporate quotations from your sources, remember the following: quotations should 
be properly “framed” or introduced so the reader knows whose quote this is, and how it 
contributes to your argument. If a quotation is longer than 4 lines, set it off as a block quote. 
Every quotation needs a citation (parenthetical or footnote, depending on your chosen style). 
Format your citations in either Chicago Style or MLA, whichever you are more used to. 
 
ABSTRACT – Due 4/30  (5%) 
An abstract is a 200-300 word description of the main ideas, sources, and findings of your 
paper. The abstract will be published, along with the title of your paper and your name, on our 
course website in a virtual “gallery” of graduate research from this semester. Just like the 
abstracts in a scholarly journal—which are a permanent record—yours should contain 
keywords that would help a researcher trying to find your paper and be a reliable, neutral brief 
version of your overall argument.  
 
 

Complete Bibliographic 
Information is 

Author’s Full Name 

Full Title of the Work 

City of Publication 

Name of the Publisher 

Date of Publication 

The url if you accessed it online, 
enclosed in angle brackets < > 
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