
HI/PO 320 Citizen Nation Final Exam Study Guide 

Provide a general definition of “citizenship.”  

What are rights and benefits (the “privileges of immunities”) of US citizenship? 

What are responsibilities and obligations (“duties”) of US citizenship? 

 

For the following amendments to the US Constitution, be able to do ANY or ALL of the 
following: recognize, identify, distinguish between, set into historical context (i.e. with date of 
passage or ratification), paraphrase and/or explain how each applies to US citizenship:   

14, 15, 19, 23, 24, and 26 

 

Be able to give a clear and accurate account of how and when members of these groups 
received/won rights of full US citizenship. If their rights are still limited in some way, explain 
how.  

African Americans 

Native Americans 

Women 

Propertyless/working poor 

Hispanics 

European immigrants 

Women married to noncitizens  

People of Japanese or Chinese heritage 

Residents of the Marshall Islands and other 
insular territories 

Puerto Ricans  

Propertied white men 

Residents of Washington DC 

Non-english speakers or the illiterate 

Felons
 In 2016, how can someone become a US citizen? (hint: there’s more than one 

way) 

What is the biggest myth about illegal / undocumented immigration to the US?  

What and when (and why) was the lowest percentage level of foreign-born people in the US?  

What were major legislative or policy milestones in American immigration history?  

What are some of the fundamental problems in the current US immigration system? What are 
some of the proposed solutions? What are some of the perspectives in our political debate about 
immigration, naturalization, and refugee resettlement? How does immigration reform (or lack 
of immigration reform) affect you personally? What do you think/hope will happen in the next 
four years? 
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Describe what was happening with US citizenship and/or civil rights in each of the following 
time periods/places. Consider role of geography, gender, race, and/or class in your answer.  

Colonial New England     Colonial Chesapeake/South 

The American Revolutionary Era    Antebellum America (1810-1860) 

Reconstruction-era South (1865-1880)   Jim Crow South (1880-1940s) 

World War II       1950s and 1960s  

Era of the “Second New Deal” (aka 1970s)   Here and Now   
   

At the time of the nation’s founding (for example, in Blackstone’s writing or John Adams’s 
view), what was the prevailing wisdom about who deserved to participate in politics?  

What criteria would you use to judge a country to be a functioning and effective democracy? 
According to deTocqueville, did the United States meet that criteria in the early 1800s? In your 
view (with evidence), does the United States meet that criteria now?  

Is one political party, either now or historically, a greater advocate or guarantor of citizenship 
rights?  

What were the Insular Cases and why are they important?  

In what ways, according to scholar Linda Kerber, is modern citizenship “unstable”?  

What are recent trends in political participation, and to what do you attribute these changes?  

If you had to make an educated guess, would you suppose that citizenship will become more or 
less important in the near future? In other words, are we entering a “post-national citizenship” 
era because of globalization, or is nationalist (perhaps even ethnic/racial/class-based) 
citizenship resurging? Provide evidence for your answer.  


