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Religions in America
Personal Narrative Assignment       Due Monday Sept 9, 2019

Assignment Goal and Prompt 

Goal: the purpose of  this paper is to provide you 
an opportunity to introduce yourself  and your 
own personal religious history in a short, well-
organized essay. Please choose one of  the 
starting points below.  

•Sketch the religious context of  the 
community you hail from, or a place you 
have lived. Did you feel you matched the 
community’s level of  religiousness?  

•Describe a significant personal religious 
or spiritual experience, and how you 
think it was formative for you.  

•If  you are affiliated with a religious 
organization or denomination, what 
would someone need to know who is 
encountering your faith tradition for the 
first time?  

•How would you describe your personal 
level of  spirituality, and do you think you 
are typical among your peers? If  not, 
provide an explanation for the “gap,” 
either for your peers or for yourself.  

•Tell me about a book, place, piece of  
artwork, or other cultural text that you 
feel has shaped your understanding of  
American religion and your personal 
religious story.  

•What is your family’s religious history in 
America? Think of  your immediate 
family, or you could consider your 
extended or ancestral family.  

•Choose one of  the following terms and 
describe what it means in your own 
experience: faith, worship, sacred, 
conversion, meditation, devotion, 
scripture. Or write about another 
religious/spiritual term that has personal 
importance.  

Your narrative won’t be graded on the basis 
of  content because of  its personal nature. It 
will be evaluated for clarity of  ideas and 
quality of  writing, and for adherence to the 
guidelines and expectations of  the 
assignment.  

Submit electronically as Word 
doc (.doc or .docx) or PDF by 
uploading to Blackboard portal 

Guidelines 

Assignment is worth 3 Points. Will not receive full credit if  emailed or submitted late.  

•Paper should be between 3-4 double-spaced pages long  
•Header should include date, name, and title  
•Number your pages  

•Spell-check and proofread carefully 
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Document Based Question (DBQ) Assignments            Due dates Sept 16 and Oct 7, 2019

A Document – Based Question is an essay format commonly used in AP History courses to 

demonstrate a student’s understanding of  and ability to interpret primary source texts, and to craft 
an evidence-based analysis from them. This course adapts the DBQ format for an upper-level 
college seminar to give you a structured way to talk about some of  the core course documents of  
American religious history. Submit as a PRINTED PAPER IN CLASS.  

DBQ 1: Choose one or two documents from Course Reader Day 3 or 4. Due Sept 16. 5 points.  

DBQ 2: Choose one or two documents from any day Course Reader 5 – 9. Due Oct 7. 5 points.  

Religions in America

Rubric and Guidelines: An exemplary DBQ 

does all of  these. 

•Engages directly with the primary 
source text(s). Performs a close reading 
(i.e. explores below the surface / content 
level), attentive to all the text’s key 
elements.*  

•Considers the text’s religious 
dimensions in one or more meaningful 
contexts (for example: theology, history, 
gender, race, class, etc).  

•Textual analysis addresses the prompt’s 
question with originality. Incorporates 
relevant course-related theory into 
analysis of  the text. See prompt below.  

•Employs well-crafted prose with an 
objective, scholarly tone throughout 

entire analysis. Avoids loaded language, 
unsupported assumptions, or personal 
opinions.  

•Is 3.5-4 pages long, double-spaced (with 
numbered pages and a meaningful / 
creative title). Print & bring to class.  

•Correctly uses a standard citation style 
(usually MLA or Chicago Style). 
Attributes primary text quotations and 
others’ ideas and words with integrity.  

* Key Elements of  a Text may include: Author 
or Creator, Date, Geographic Location, 
Rhetoric or Language, Genre, Audience, 
Point of  View, Purpose, Materials and 
Physical Dimensions, Provenance, Context, 
Validity. For more information on these, see 
the “Writing in History” module on 
Blackboard.  

Writing Prompt (same for both assignments):  

Consider the key elements of  your chosen text, researching any unfamiliar words or 
names in reliable scholarly sources, and relating our course concepts and theories to 
your analysis. Use evidence within, and about, the source(s) to answer this question:  

What does your chosen text(s) reveal about some aspect of  religion in America, or what 
does it illustrate about American religious history? 
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Part 2, Microhistory and Presentation (due Nov 4) - 15 points  

After your visit, you’ll have an opportunity to research the religious community, its background, and its 
history in Worcester. If  appropriate and/or necessary, arrange to interview one or more community 
members. Recording the interview (with consent) may be helpful to refer back to while writing.   

Using the template on Blackboard, prepare a thorough but concise history of  your chosen Worcester 
religious community. Cite your sources using a standard academic citation style (MLA or Chicago Style). 

The history should be respectful of  the humanity and dignity of  the community and its members. It should 
be minimum 1200 words long (4-5 pages, double-spaced). 

Prepare a presentation for the class based on your Microhistory, planning to speak for 
about 5 minutes before taking questions from the class. You may enhance your 
presentation with visual images (not required) but …. DO NOT prepare wordy 
Powerpoint slides (use 5 words or fewer per slide) and DO NOT read directly off  your 
slides during your presentation.  

Submit your Microhistory as an electronic document (Word .doc or .docx, or PDF) by  
11:59 pm on Nov 4 by uploading it to the Assignment portal on Blackboard. Include any 
slides, if  used. 

Pluralism Microhistory Project               Due dates Oct 23 and Nov 4, 2019

Our Pluralism Project is a miniature version of  a large-scale, ongoing documentary project based at 

Harvard University (pluralism.org). Its premise is that “the religious landscape is changing. People 
of  different faiths are not just metaphorical neighbors around the world, but often live next door.” 
What religious communities are next door to us in the city of  Worcester? How do these 
communities identify themselves and what are their historical and cultural dimensions? Each 
member of  the class will choose a different site to visit and learn about. Based on your visit and 

your research, write a microhistory of  one of  Worcester’s religious communities and present it to 

the class.  

Religions in America

Part 1, Visit Report (due Oct 23) - 5 points  

Select a religious community in Worcester that does not 

represent your own faith tradition (if  you have one). 

Visit the community for at least one event, worship 

service, or festival between Sept 9 and Oct 22. Take 
notes. Save any documents (programs, flyers, 
pamphlets) associated with your visit(s).  

Ideally, contact a member or leader of  the community 
to arrange your visit(s) ahead of  time. Observe any 
clothing and etiquette expectations they may have for 
guests. Take photographs or recordings only if  
permitted (generally, building exteriors are public 
domain). Be respectful.  

Write a first-person report of  your visit (at least 3 pages, 
double-spaced) and bring it printed to class on Oct 23. 

Use the Visit Report template posted on Blackboard.  

http://pluralism.org
http://pluralism.org
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Research Paper Guidelines     Due dates Nov 13, 18, 25, and Dec 9, 2019

Your 12-15 page research paper should consider a narrow problem, question, theme, or issue 
in a deep and thoughtful way. Your topic can be historical, contemporary, or a combination 
of  the two. It should engage our course themes of  religious diversity and pluralism in some 
way or address a scholarly debate in the field of  religious studies. Just being “about religion” 
is not enough. The project includes several intermediate stages to help scaffold you towards a 
polished final work. 

• Research Proposal (printed) is due Nov 13. I strongly advise a one-on-one meeting before that to discuss 

ideas. We will have a Library Research Instruction Session that day (location TBA; bring laptops).  

• We’ll have a Source Show & Tell on Nov 18, where you submit what I’m calling a “Source Plus” piece of  

writing (printed). 

• Two copies of  your draft due (printed) for a Peer Review Session on Nov 25 (the Monday before 
Thanksgiving). I will provide feedback and revisions suggestions by Dec 2.  

• The final paper is due on Dec 9, electronic submission through Blackboard portal.  

Religions in America

Sources: Choose primary sources (original 

texts) and scholarly sources, i.e. published in 
peer-reviewed journals, reputable journalism 
outlets, or in books from academic presses, 
unless your topic is so immediate or unique 
that nothing has yet been published about it 
in such venues (even in that case, try to 
establish a scholarly context for your 
exploration). Steer away from purely internet 
sources  like websites, social media, and 
open-access internet references. You need to 
make your own original contribution to the 
existing scholarly conversation with this 
paper – don’t just recap/summarize what 
others have written or argued. How many 
sources? No magic number, but probably 
you’ll need 5-10 to make a strong and 
persuasive argument.  

Mechanics: The paper should be 12-15 

double-spaced pages long, including 
footnotes and Works Cited pages. Title page 
is not part of  the page count.  

Number your pages. Give your paper a 
compelling title. Cite your sources using 
correctly formatted Chicago Style footnotes 
or MLA citations. Include a Bibliography or 
Works Cited of  all sources included, with 
your entries correctly formatted and 
including all bibliographic information, 
especially if  accessed online. Make sure your 
paper is thoroughly proofread: no sentence 
fragments, grammar mistakes, spelling 
errors, etc.  

Submit as a single Word .doc or .docx, or 
PDF, by 11:59 pm on December 9 by 
uploading it to the Assignment portal on 
Blackboard. 

Grading:   

Proposal   4 points 

Source +   5 points 

Draft    A&P credit, feedback 

Final Submission 20 points 


