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Part 2, Microhistory and Presentation (due Nov 4) - 15 points  

After your visit, you’ll have an opportunity to research the religious community, its background, and its 
history in Worcester. If  appropriate and/or necessary, arrange to interview one or more community 
members. Recording the interview (with consent) may be helpful to refer back to while writing.   

Using the template on Blackboard, prepare a thorough but concise history of  your chosen Worcester 
religious community. Cite your sources using a standard academic citation style (MLA or Chicago Style). 

The history should be respectful of  the humanity and dignity of  the community and its members. It should 
be minimum 1200 words long (4-5 pages, double-spaced). 

Prepare a presentation for the class based on your Microhistory, planning to speak for 
about 5 minutes before taking questions from the class. You may enhance your 
presentation with visual images (not required) but …. DO NOT prepare wordy 
Powerpoint slides (use 5 words or fewer per slide) and DO NOT read directly off  your 
slides during your presentation.  

Submit your Microhistory as an electronic document (Word .doc or .docx, or PDF) by  
11:59 pm on Nov 4 by uploading it to the Assignment portal on Blackboard. Include any 
slides, if  used. 

Pluralism Microhistory Project               Due dates Oct 23 and Nov 4, 2019

Our Pluralism Project is a miniature version of  a large-scale, ongoing documentary project based at 

Harvard University (pluralism.org). Its premise is that “the religious landscape is changing. People 
of  different faiths are not just metaphorical neighbors around the world, but often live next door.” 
What religious communities are next door to us in the city of  Worcester? How do these 
communities identify themselves and what are their historical and cultural dimensions? Each 
member of  the class will choose a different site to visit and learn about. Based on your visit and 

your research, write a microhistory of  one of  Worcester’s religious communities and present it to 

the class.  

Religions in America

Part 1, Visit Report (due Oct 23) - 5 points  

Select a religious community in Worcester that does not 

represent your own faith tradition (if  you have one). 

Visit the community for at least one event, worship 

service, or festival between Sept 9 and Oct 22. Take 
notes. Save any documents (programs, flyers, 
pamphlets) associated with your visit(s).  

Ideally, contact a member or leader of  the community 
to arrange your visit(s) ahead of  time. Observe any 
clothing and etiquette expectations they may have for 
guests. Take photographs or recordings only if  
permitted (generally, building exteriors are public 
domain). Be respectful.  

Write a first-person report of  your visit (at least 3 pages, 
double-spaced) and bring it printed to class on Oct 23. 

Use the Visit Report template posted on Blackboard.  

http://pluralism.org
http://pluralism.org

